
Pilot House Research Centre 
 
As members will be aware, we were informed by Leicester City Council in 2018 that we 
would have to vacate Pilot House as they intend to either sell or regenerate the building - but 
either way we would have to leave. At that time, they did not give us a leaving date and we 
asked them if they were prepared to help relocate us to one of their other buildings. At the 
same time, we started looking at properties in the private sector. At the end of 2019, we 
were informed by the Council that we would have to vacate early this year. 
 
We have looked at several properties (some owned by the Council and some in the private 
sector), but they have all been unsuitable due to the size of accommodation and/or very high 
rental prices. 
 
Therefore, at our Executive Committee meeting on the 7th January 2020, with regret, the 
decision was made that the Pilot House Research Centre will close for business from 
31stMarch 2020. This decision was not taken lightly and was fully discussed but, in view of 
various factors regarding the centre, we felt that this was the correct decision. 
 
However, we did not stop looking and continued to liaise with the City Council regarding 
new accommodation. As a result, I am pleased to say that at the end of January 2020 the 
Council offered us an improved deal for a unit that we had previously looked at in Leicester 
city centre. After viewing the unit again and considering the new offer we decided that it was 
one we could financially afford, and we have therefore accepted the Council’s offer. 
 
This new venue is not as large as our current one, but we feel that it is workable. 
This does mean that we will still have to take stock of what assets we need as we will not be 
able to take everything. 
 
We are therefore currently in the process of evaluating all books, equipment etc at Pilot 
House. Most of our collection of Leicester/Leicestershire books and Leicestershire military 
resources will be retained, together with any other resources used by the Search 
Service. Books, equipment etc not being retained will be offered for sale to members in the 
first instance. We currently have a sale of books at Pilot House, so please pop in to look.  
 
At this stage in the process, whilst we have agreed a closure date of 31st March for Pilot 
House, we cannot give a date for the opening of the new centre as we are still waiting 
for details of a move in date from the Council. We will, of course, need time to organise 
transfer of equipment, furniture, books etc so a period of closure will be inevitable, but we 
will try to keep this to a minimum.  
 
Further details of the exact location, opening days/times etc. will be announced as soon as 
we have confirmed and signed the relevant documentation with the Council.  These details, 
once decided, will be on our website so please keep checking for updates.  
 
We hope that our members will continue to support the Society and if anyone has any ideas 
for new initiatives, then please contact me or a member of the Committee. 
 
John Lovett 
Chair. 
 


